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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact: Kate Kahn 
June 14, 2023     Phone: 617-513-8849 

                   Email: kahn@graymediagroup.com 
 
 

MASSACHUSETTS RIGHT TO REPAIR COALITION STATEMENT ON  
LATEST AUTO MANUFACTURERS’ STALL TACTIC 

 
On behalf of two million voters and thousands of independent auto repair shops across 
Massachusetts, we are outraged by the unsolicited, unwarranted, and 
counterproductive letter from NHTSA that conflicts with the Department of Justice’s 
statement submitted two years ago in federal court stating that there was no federal 
preemption. NHTSA’s letter is irresponsible, having been transmitted without any new 
evidence and after the conclusion of the federal trial, despite having been asked by the 
judge  to participate in the court proceeding and declining. NHTSA’s letter fails to 
acknowledge the evidence and testimony presented at the trial that demonstrated the 
viability and security of an open access platform. This is yet another delay tactic the 
manufacturers are using to thwart the will of their customers, Massachusetts voters who 
voted 75-25 in favor of their right to get their car repaired where they choose. The FTC, 
the Biden Administration, and many members of Congress have all come out in support 
of Right To Repair. 
 
 
Tommy Hickey, executive director of the Right to Repair coalition. 
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Eastern Tire & Auto Service, Inc.
70 Park St.
Rockland, ME 04841
info@easterntireinc.com
www.easterntireinc.com

Release date: 4/20/2023

Aaron Chase and Alvin Chase, Jr., are proud to announce that they have transitioned their 
company, Eastern Tire and Auto Service, to a 100% employee-owned company through its newly 
created Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP). Founded in 1946, the Company is the leading provider 
of independent auto repair and tire service in Midcoast Maine. On the day of signing, Alvin Chase 

For 77 years, Eastern Tire and Auto Service has played a significant role in the lives of our 
employees, generations of customers and our community ; my brother, our families and I are very proud 
of what the business has accomplished to date.  This transfer of stewardship is a natural progression. 
Because of this transaction, we know that the Company will prosper and thrive for future generations,  
while continuing its culture of commitment

Kris Smit, the Instead of two owners in the store there will now be 
more than a dozen, including Aaron & Alvin, as both will be staying on for years to come.   We fully 
expect this arrangement to foster decades of quality service, delivered with the exact and genuine
pattern of integrity.

Susan Scherbel, Bellview Associates, who advised the Company and, with her team, has assisted 
transaction is 

becoming incredibly popular. As owners approach retirement, they are able to undertake seamless 
In the past 10 

years, over 100 Maine companies have undertaken ESOP transactions.  Maine ESOPs have positively 
influenced the futures of employees in construction, medicine, retail, insurance, marine companies, 
manufacturers, marketing, engineering,  solar power, real estate, and now tires! Activity is robust as 
these companies thrive and outperform their non-ESOP peers. 100% ESOP-owned companies are 
generally free from tax and it is hard for a taxable company to compete against a company that is free 
from tax.

When asked about the auto service and tire sector, Ms. Scherbel responded:  This is our third 
transaction in this industry and we are excited about doing more it seems like a really natural fit

The Company joins many other prominent Mid-coast companies that are ESOP-owned, including 
Allen Agency Insurance, Prock Marine, Steel Pro, Bean Maine Lobster and Port Harbor Marine. 





Mark your Calendar - Register Early!


